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Massachusetts Minimum Wage 
Minimum Wage $8.00 

Effective January 1, 2008  
(M.G.L. chapter 151, sections 1 and 2) 

Who is covered? 
 
The minimum wage law applies to all employees except those being rehabilitated 
or trained in charitable, educational, or religious institutions; members of religious 
orders; agricultural, floricultural, and horticultural workers; those in professional 
service, and outside salespersons not reporting to or visiting their office daily. 
The Massachusetts minimum wage is $8.00 per hour.  
 
Tipped employees may be paid $2.63 per hour. However, if the employee does 
not receive $8.00 per hour including tips, the employer must make up the 
difference.  
 
The minimum hourly wage for agricultural employees is $1.60. 
 
For further information regarding the Massachusetts minimum wage, contact the 
Massachusetts Division of Occupational Safety at (617) 626-6952 and/or 
visit http://www.mass.gov/dos/mw/index.htm. 
 
Source: The Office of the Massachusetts Attorney General 

 

Federal Minimum Wage Overview; 

The federal minimum wage provisions are contained in the Fair Labor Standards 
Act (FLSA). The 2007 amendments increased the minimum wage to $5.85 per 
hour effective July 24, 2007; $6.55 per hour effective July 24, 2008; and $7.25 
per hour effective July 24, 2009.  

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Employment Standards Administration, Wage-Hour website: 
http://www.wagehour.dol.gov  
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Federal 
Current 
dollars

Federal 
Constant-

2008 
dollars1

1938 $0.25 $3.79
1939 $0.30 $4.62
1940 $0.30 $4.55
1941 $0.30 $4.35
1942 $0.30 $3.95
1943 $0.30 $3.70
1944 $0.30 $3.61
1945 $0.40 $4.76
1946 $0.40 $4.35
1947 $0.40 $3.81
1948 $0.40 $3.54
1949 $0.40 $3.57
1950 $0.75 $6.64
1951 $0.75 $6.15
1952 $0.75 $6.05
1953 $0.75 $6.00
1954 $0.75 $5.95
1955 $0.75 $5.95
1956 $1.00 $7.81
1957 $1.00 $7.58
1958 $1.00 $7.35
1959 $1.00 $7.30
1960 $1.00 $7.19
1961 $1.15 $8.21
1962 $1.15 $8.10
1963 $1.25 $8.68
1964 $1.25 $8.62
1965 $1.25 $8.45 Month / Year Minimum Hourly Wage
1966 $1.25 $8.22 Oct-38 $0.25 
1967 $1.40 $8.92 Oct-39 $0.30 
1968 $1.60 $9.82 1970 $1.60 $8.79 Oct-45 $0.40 
1969 $1.60 $9.30 1971 $1.60 $8.42 Jan-50 $0.75 
1970 $1.60 $8.79 1972 $1.75 $8.93 Mar-56 $1.00 
1971 $1.60 $8.42 1973 $1.75 $8.41 Sep-61 $1.15 
1972 $1.60 $8.16 1974 $1.75 $7.58 Sep-63 $1.25 
1973 $1.60 $7.69 1975 $1.75 $6.94 Feb-67 $1.40 
1974 $2.00 $8.66 1976 $2.10 $7.87 Feb-68 $1.60 
1975 $2.10 $8.33 1977 $2.10 $7.39 May-74 $2.00 
1976 $2.30 $8.61 1978 $2.10 $6.86 Jan-75 $2.10 
1977 $2.30 $8.10 1979 $2.90 $8.50 Jan-76 $2.30 
1978 $2.65 $8.66 1980 $3.10 $8.01 Jan-78 $2.65 
1979 $2.90 $8.50 1981 $3.35 $7.85 Jan-79 $2.90 
1980 $3.10 $8.01 1982 $3.35 $7.40 Jan-80 $3.10 
1981 $3.35 $7.85 1983 $3.35 $7.17 Jan-81 $3.35 
1982 $3.35 $7.40 1984 $3.35 $6.86 Apr-90 $3.80 
1983 $3.35 $7.17 1985 $3.35 $6.63 Apr-91 $4.25 
1984 $3.35 $6.86 1986 $3.35 $6.52 Oct-96 $4.75 
1985 $3.35 $6.63 1987 $3.35 $6.29 Sep-97 $5.15 
1986 $3.35 $6.52 1988 $3.65 $6.58 July-07 $5.85 
1987 $3.35 $6.29 1989 $3.65 $6.27 July-08 $6.55 
1988 $3.35 $6.04 1990 $3.65 $5.95 July-09 Schedule $7.25 
1989 $3.35 $5.76 1991 $3.75 $5.87
1990 $3.80 $6.20 1992 $4.25 $6.46
1991 $4.25 $6.65 1993 $4.25 $6.27
1992 $4.25 $6.46 1994 $4.25 $6.12
1993 $4.25 $6.27 1995 $4.25 $5.94
1994 $4.25 $6.12 1996 $4.75 $6.45
1995 $4.25 $5.94 1997 $5.25 $6.97
1996 $4.75 $6.45 1998 $5.25 $6.86
1997 $5.15 $6.84 1999 $5.25 $6.71
1998 $5.15 $6.73 2000 $6.00 $7.43
1999 $5.15 $6.59 2001 $6.75 $8.12
2000 $5.15 $6.37 2002 $6.75 $8.00
2001 $5.15 $6.20 2003 $6.75 $7.82
2002 $5.15 $6.10 2004 $6.75 $7.62
2003 $5.15 $5.97 2005 $6.75 $7.37
2004 $5.15 $5.81 2006 $6.75 $7.14
2005 $5.15 $5.62 2007 $7.50 $7.71
2006 $5.15 $5.44 2008 $8.00 $8.00
2007 $5.85 $6.01 2009 $8.00 $7.83
2008 $6.55 $6.55
2009 $7.25 $7.09

1 Adjusted for inflation using the CPI-U (Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers).
Source:  Web: www.dol.gov/esa/public/minwage.

Federal Hourly Minimum Wage History

Federal Minimum Wage 
Rates, 1938–2009

Value of the 
minimum wage
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Massachusetts and Federal Minimum Wage Rates, 1970–2009 in Current and Constant Dollars1

(estimated 2009)

Massachusetts Minimum Wage Rates 

Premium Pay 
After 

Designated 
Hours 2 

MASSACHUSETTS Future 
Effective 

Date 

Basic 
Minimum 

Rate 
(per 

hour) 
Daily Weekly 

   
 

 
$8.00  40  

     

The Massachusetts minimum wage rate automatically increases to 10 
cents above the rate set in the Fair Labor Standards Act if the Federal 
minimum wage equals or becomes higher than the State minimum. 
2 The overtime premium rate is one and one-half times the employee's 
regular rate, unless otherwise specified. 

2009 - estimated inflation conversion factors.
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Estimates for 2008-2017 are based on the average of OMB and CBO estimates as of early 2008.  They will be revised February 2009.
Note:  Because these data are only estimates as of early 2008, use final 2007 data unless 2008 (estimated) data are essential.

Year CF Year CF Year CF Year CF Year CF Year CF Year CF
1774 0.038 1814 0.082 1854 0.039 1894 0.040 1934 0.063 1974 0.231 2014 1.141
1775 0.036 1815 0.072 1855 0.041 1895 0.039 1935 0.064 1975 0.252 2015 1.167
1776 0.041 1816 0.066 1856 0.040 1896 0.039 1936 0.065 1976 0.267 2016 1.192
1777 0.050 1817 0.062 1857 0.041 1897 0.039 1937 0.068 1977 0.284 2017 1.219
1778 0.065 1818 0.060 1858 0.039 1898 0.039 1938 0.066 1978 0.306 2018 1.245
1779 0.057 1819 0.060 1859 0.039 1899 0.039 1939 0.065 1979 0.341
1780 0.064 1820 0.055 1860 0.039 1900 0.039 1940 0.066 1980 0.387
1781 0.052 1821 0.053 1861 0.041 1901 0.040 1941 0.069 1981 0.427
1782 0.057 1822 0.055 1862 0.047 1902 0.040 1942 0.076 1982 0.453
1783 0.050 1823 0.049 1863 0.059 1903 0.041 1943 0.081 1983 0.467
1784 0.048 1824 0.045 1864 0.074 1904 0.042 1944 0.083 1984 0.488
1785 0.046 1825 0.046 1865 0.077 1905 0.041 1945 0.084 1985 0.505
1786 0.045 1826 0.046 1866 0.075 1906 0.042 1946 0.092 1986 0.514
1787 0.044 1827 0.047 1867 0.069 1907 0.044 1947 0.105 1987 0.533
1788 0.042 1828 0.045 1868 0.067 1908 0.043 1948 0.113 1988 0.555
1789 0.041 1829 0.044 1869 0.064 1909 0.043 1949 0.112 1989 0.582
1790 0.043 1830 0.043 1870 0.061 1910 0.045 1950 0.113 1990 0.613
1791 0.044 1831 0.041 1871 0.057 1911 0.045 1951 0.122 1991 0.639
1792 0.045 1832 0.040 1872 0.057 1912 0.046 1952 0.124 1992 0.658
1793 0.046 1833 0.039 1873 0.056 1913 0.046 1953 0.125 1993 0.678
1794 0.052 1834 0.040 1874 0.053 1914 0.047 1954 0.126 1994 0.695
1795 0.059 1835 0.041 1875 0.052 1915 0.047 1955 0.126 1995 0.715
1796 0.062 1836 0.044 1876 0.050 1916 0.051 1956 0.128 1996 0.736
1797 0.060 1837 0.045 1877 0.049 1917 0.060 1957 0.132 1997 0.753
1798 0.058 1838 0.044 1878 0.047 1918 0.071 1958 0.136 1998 0.765
1799 0.058 1839 0.044 1879 0.047 1919 0.081 1959 0.137 1999 0.782
1800 0.059 1840 0.041 1880 0.048 1920 0.094 1960 0.139 2000 0.808
1801 0.060 1841 0.041 1881 0.048 1921 0.084 1961 0.140 2001 0.831
1802 0.050 1842 0.038 1882 0.048 1922 0.079 1962 0.142 2002 0.844
1803 0.053 1843 0.035 1883 0.047 1923 0.080 1963 0.144 2003 0.863
1804 0.055 1844 0.035 1884 0.046 1924 0.080 1964 0.145 2004 0.886
1805 0.055 1845 0.036 1885 0.045 1925 0.082 1965 0.148 2005 0.916
1806 0.057 1846 0.036 1886 0.044 1926 0.083 1966 0.152 2006 0.946
1807 0.054 1847 0.039 1887 0.045 1927 0.082 1967 0.157 2007 0.973
1808 0.059 1848 0.037 1888 0.045 1928 0.080 1968 0.163 2008 1.000
1809 0.058 1849 0.036 1889 0.043 1929 0.080 1969 0.172 2009 1.022
1810 0.058 1850 0.037 1890 0.043 1930 0.078 1970 0.182 2010 1.045
1811 0.062 1851 0.036 1891 0.043 1931 0.071 1971 0.190 2011 1.069
1812 0.062 1852 0.036 1892 0.043 1932 0.064 1972 0.196 2012 1.092
1813 0.075 1853 0.036 1893 0.042 1933 0.061 1973 0.208 2013 1.117

CF denominated in years 1995 to estimated 2008 in Excel format starting 1774 are available at:   http://oregonstate.edu/cla/polisci/faculty-research/sahr/infcf17742007.xls
CF denominated in years 1995 to estimated 2008 in pdf format starting 1774 are available at:   http://oregonstate.edu/cla/polisci/faculty-research/sahr/infcf17742007.pdf
Prior to the 2008 revision, a different data base was used for the period starting 1665 and ending 1913.  See the main inflation conversion factor page for details.

cv2008 (c) 2008 Robert C. Sahr, Political Science Department, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR  97331-6206
Rev 04/01/2008     e-mail:  Robert.Sahr@oregonstate.edu;  home page:  http://oregonstate.edu/cla/polisci/faculty/sahr-robert

The address of the inflation conversion factor web page is http://oregonstate.edu/cla/polisci/faculty-research/sahr/sahr.htm .

Inflation assumptions:  Inflation conversion factors for 2008 and later years assume 2.8% in 2008, 2.2% in 2009, 2.25% each year 2010 to 2013, and 2.2% each year 
2014 to 2018.  Estimates 2008-2013 are the average of OMB and CBO inflation estimates for each year as of early 2008; 2014-2018 are only from CBO because OMB
did not project past 2013 in its 2009 Budget proposals.

Consumer Price Index (CPI) Conversion Factors 1774 to estimated 2018 to Convert to Dollars of 2008

To convert dollars of any year 1774 to estimated 2018 to estimated dollars of the year 2008,  DIVIDE the dollar amount from that 
year by the conversion factor (CF) for that year.  For example, $1000 of 1922 = $12,658 of estimated 2008 ($1000 / 0.079).

To reverse the process, that is, to determine what a 2008-dollar amount would be in dollars of another year, simply  multiply the year 2008 amount by the 
conversion factor for that year.  For example, $1000 of 2008 would be about $66 in 1940 ($1000 x 0.066 = $66).

Conversion factors for years before 1913 are re-based from data from the  Historical Statistics of the United States Millennial Edition   (Cambridge University Press, 2006).  
Calculation starting 1913 uses the CPI-U as the base, from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics.  Monthly and annual CPI data are available at the BLS web site:  
http://stats.bls.gov/cpi/home.htm#data  (CPI-U = all urban consumers).

Revised April 1, 2008, using final 2007 CPI (CPI = 2.07342) and the average of early-2008 OMB and CBO inflation estimates for 2008 and later years.  For inflation 
assumptions for 2008 and later years, see the shaded box below.

CPI is CPI-U, the broader measure for all urban consumers, year-to-year average (not December to December).

Data series since 1912 have changed periodically, so numbers are not all precisely comparable.  Therefore it is recommended that numbers be 
ROUNDED to no more than three decimal places. For example, $12,658 in the example above becomes $12,660.  For years prior to 1913, 
rounding to two decimal places is recommended, e.g. $12,658 becomes $12,700.
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1968 (a) 1970 (a) 1972 1976 (a) 1979 1980 1981
Federal (FLSA) $1.15 & $1.60 $1.30 & $1.60 $1.60 $2.20 & $2.30 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35 
Alabama … … … … … … …
Alaska $2.10 $2.10 $2.10 $2.80 $3.40 $3.60 $3.85

Arizona
$18.72 - 

$26.40/wk(b)
$18.72 - 

$26.40/wk(b)
$18.72 - 

$26.40/wk(b)  … … … …
Arkansas $1.25/day(b) $1.10 $1.20 $1.90 $2.30 $2.55 $2.70
California $1.65(b) $1.65(b) $1.65(b) $2.00 $2.90 $2.90 $3.35
Colorado $1.00 - $1.25(b) $1.00 - $1.25(b) $1.00 - $1.25(b) $1.00 - $1.25(b) $1.90 $1.90 $1.90
Connecticut $1.40 $1.60 $1.85 $2.21 & $2.31 $2.91 $3.12 $3.37
Delaware $1.25 $1.25 $1.60 $2.00 $2.00 $2.00 $2.00
Florida … … … … … … …
Georgia … … $1.25 $1.25 $1.23 $1.25 $1.25
Hawaii $1.25 $1.60 $1.60 $2.40 $2.65 $2.90 $3.10
Idaho $1.15 $1.25 $1.40 $1.60 $2.30 $2.30 $2.30
Illinois … … $1.40 $2.10 $2.30 $2.30 $2.30
Indiana $1.15 $1.25 $1.25 $1.25 $2.00 $2.00 $2.00
Iowa … … … … … … …
Kansas … … … … $1.60 $1.60 $1.60
Kentucky $0.65 -$0.75(b) $0.65 -$0.75(b) $0.65 -$0.75(b) $1.60 $2.00 $2.15 $2.15
Louisiana … … … … … … …
Maine $1.40 $1.60 $1.40 - $1.80 $2.30 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35
Maryland 1.00 & 1.15 $1.30 $1.60 $2.20 & $2.30 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35
Massachusetts $1.60 $1.60 $1.75 $2.10 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35
Michigan $1.25 $1.25 $1.60 $2.20 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35
Minnesota $0.70 - $1.15(b) $0.70 - $1.15(b) $0.70 - $1.15(b) $1.80 $2.30 $2.90 $3.10
Mississippi … … … … … … …
Missouri … … … … … … …
Montana … … $1.60 $1.80 $2.00 $2.00 $2.00
Nebraska $1.00 $1.00 $1.00 $1.60 $1.60 $1.60 $1.60
Nevada $1.25 $1.30 $1.60 $2.20 & $2.30 $2.75 $2.75 $2.75
New Hampshire $1.40 $1.45 & $1.60 $1.60 $2.20 & $2.30 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35
New Jersey $1.40 $1.50 $1.50 $2.20 $2.50 $3.10 $3.35
New Mexico $1.15 - $1.40 $1.30 - $1.60 $1.30 - $1.60 $2.00 $2.30 $2.65 $2.90
New York $1.60 $1.60 $1.85 $2.30 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35
North Carolina $1.00 $1.25 $1.45 $2.00 $2.50 $2.75 $2.90
North Dakota $1.00 - $1.25 1.00 - 1.45 1.00 - 1.45 2.00 - 2.30 2.10 - 2.30 2.60 - 3.10 2.80 - 3.10
Ohio .75 - 1.25(b) .75 - 1.25(b) .75 - 1.25(b) $1.60 $2.30 $2.30 $2.30
Oklahoma $1.00 $1.00 $1.40 $1.80 $2.00 $2.00 $3.10
Oregon $1.25 $1.25 1.25` $2.30 $2.30 $2.90 $3.10
Pennsylvania $1.15 $1.30 $1.60 $2.20 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35
Rhode Island $1.40 $1.60 $1.60 $2.30 $2.30 $2.65 $2.90
South Carolina … … … … … … …

South Dakota
$17.00 - 

$20.00/wk $1.00 $1.00 $2.00 $2.30 $2.30 $2.30
Tennessee … … … … … … …
Texas … … $1.40 $1.40 $1.40 $1.40 $1.40
Utah $1.00 - $1.15(b) $1.00 - $1.15(b) $1.20 - $1.35(b) $1.55 - $1.70(b) $2.20 - $2.45(b) $2.35 - $2.60(b) $2.50 - $2.75(b)
Vermont $1.40 $1.60 $1.60 $2.30 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35
Virginia … … … $2.00 $2.35 $2.35 $2.65
Washington $1.60 $1.60 $1.60 $2.20 - $2.30 $2.30 $2.30 $2.30
West Virginia $1.00 $1.00 $1.20 $2.00 $2.20 $2.20 $2.75
Wisconsin 1.25 (b) 1.30 (b) 1.45 (b) $2.10 $2.80 $3.00 $3.25
Wyoming $1.20 $1.30 $1.50 $1.60 $1.60 $1.60 $1.60
District of Columbia $1.25 - $1.40 $1.60 - $2.00 $1.60 - $2.25 $2.25 - $2.75 $2.46 - $3.00 $2.50 - $3.50 $2.50 - $3.75
Guam $1.25 $1.60 $1.90 $2.30 $2.90 $3.10 $3.35
Puerto Rico $0.43 - $1.60 $0.43 - $1.60 $0.65 - 1.60 $0.76 - 2.50 $1.20 - $2.50 $1.20 - $2.50 $1.20 - $3.10
U.S. Virgin Islands NA NA NA NA $2.90 $3.10 $3.35

State or other 
jurisdiction 

CHANGES IN BASIC MINIMUM WAGES IN NON-FARM EMPLOYMENT UNDER STATE LAW:
SELECTED YEARS 1968 TO 2008

May 1, 2009
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CHANGES IN BASIC MINIMUM WAGES IN NON-FARM EMPLOYMENT UNDER STATE LAW:
SELECTED YEARS 1968 TO 2008

May 1, 2009

1988 1991 1992 1994 1996 1997 1998
Federal (FLSA) 3.35 3.8 $4.25 4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.15 
Alabama … … … … … … …
Alaska $3.85 $4.30 $4.75 $4.75 $4.75 $5.25 $5.65
Arizona … … … … … … …
Arkansas 3.25 $3.35 $3.65 $4.25 $4.25[c] $4.25[c] $5.15[c] 
California $3.35 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.15
Colorado 3 3 3 3 $3.00 $4.75 $5.15
Connecticut $3.75 $4.25 $4.27 4.27 $4.27 $4.77 $5.18
Delaware $3.35 $3.80 $4.25 $4.25 $4.65 $5.00 $5.15
Florida … … … … … … …
Georgia 3.25 3.25 $3.25 $3.25 $3.25(d) $3.25(d) $3.25(d)
Hawaii $3.85 $3.85 $3.85 $5.25 $5.25 $5.25 $5.25
Idaho $2.30 $3.80 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $5.15
Illinois $3.35 $3.80 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25[c] $4.75[c] $5.15[c] 
Indiana $2.00 $3.35 $3.35 $3.35 $3.35(e) $3.35(e) $3.35(e)
Iowa … 4.25 4.65 4.65 4.65 4.75 5.15
Kansas 1.6 2.65 2.65 2.65 $2.65 $2.65 $2.65
Kentucky 3.35 3.8 4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25
Louisiana … … … … … … …
Maine $3.65 $3.85 4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.15
Maryland 3.35 $3.80 $4.25 4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.15
Massachusetts $3.65 $3.75 $4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.25 $5.25
Michigan $3.35 $3.35 $3.35 $3.35 $3.35(e) $3.35(e) $5.15(e)
Minnesota $3.55 & $3.50(f) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $5.15(g)
Mississippi … … … … … … …
Missouri … 3.8 4.25 4.25 4.25 4.75 5.15
Montana 3.35 3.8 $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.75(g) $5.15(g)
Nebraska $3.35 $3.35 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25[c] $4.25[c] $5.15[c] 
Nevada $3.35 $3.80 $4.25 4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.15
New Hampshire $3.55 3.85 $4.25 4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.15
New Jersey $3.35 $3.80 $4.25 $5.05 $5.05 $5.05 $5.05
New Mexico 3.35 3.35 3.35 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25
New York $3.35 $3.80 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25
North Carolina $3.35 $3.35 $3.80 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $5.15
North Dakota $2.80 -$3.10 3.4 4.25 4.25 4.25 4.75 5.15
Ohio 2.3 $3.80(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g)
Oklahoma $3.35 $3.80(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.25(g) $4.75(g) $5.15(g)
Oregon $3.35 $4.75 $4.75 $4.75 $4.75 $5.50 $6.00
Pennsylvania $3.35 $3.80 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.15
Rhode Island $3.65 $4.25 $4.45 $4.45 $4.45 $5.15 $5.15
South Carolina … … … … … … …
South Dakota 2.8 $3.80 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $5.15
Tennessee … … … … … … …
Texas 3.35 3.35 $3.35 $3.35 $3.35 $3.35 $3.35
Utah $2.50 - $2.75(b) 3.8 4.25 4.25 4.25 4.75 5.15
Vermont $3.55 $3.85 $4.25 $4.25 $4.75(e) $5.00(e) $5.25(e)
Virginia 2.65 2.65 3.65 $4.25 $4.25[c] $4.75[c] $5.15[c]
Washington $2.30 $4.25 $4.25 4.25 $4.90 $4.90 $4.90
West Virginia $3.35 $3.35 $3.80 $4.25 $4.25 (d) $4.25 (d) $4.75 (d)
Wisconsin 3.35 3.8 3.8 $4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.15
Wyoming $1.60 $1.60 $1.60 $1.60 $1.60 $1.60 $1.60
District of Columbia $3.50 - $4.85 $3.70 - $4.85 $3.90 - $5.45 4.25 $5.25 (h) 5.75 6.15
Guam $3.35 $3.80 $4.25 $4.25 $4.25 $4.75 $5.15
Puerto Rico $1.20 - $3.35 $1.20 - $4.25(h) $1.20 - $4.25(h) $1.20 - $4.25(h) $1.20 - $4.75(i) $1.20 - $4.75(i) $1.20 - $5.15(i)
U.S. Virgin Islands 3.35 $4..65(g,,j) $4..65(g,,j) $4..65(g,,j) $4.65(g) $4.65(g, j) $4.65(g, j)
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2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Federal (FLSA) 5.15 5.15 $5.15 5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 
Alabama … … … … … … …
Alaska $5.65 $5.65 $5.65 $7.15 $7.15 $7.15 $7.15
Arizona … … … … … … …
Arkansas $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c]
California $5.75 $6.25 $6.75 $6.75 $6.75 $6.75 $6.75
Colorado 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
Connecticut $6.15 $6.40 $6.70 6.9 $7.10 $7.10 $7.40
Delaware $5.65 $6.15 $6.15 $6.15 $6.15 $6.15 $6.15
Florida … … … … … … 6.4
Georgia $3.25(d) $3.25(d) $5.15(d) $5.15(d) $5.15(d) $5.15(d) $5.15(d)
Hawaii $5.25 $5.25 $5.75 $6.25 $6.25 $6.25 $6.75
Idaho $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
Illinois $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $6.50[c] $6.50[c]
Indiana $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e)
Iowa 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15
Kansas 2.65 2.65 2.65 2.65 $2.65 $2.65 $2.65
Kentucky 5.15 5.15 5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
Louisiana … … … … … … …
Maine $5.15 $5.15 5.75 $6.25 $6.25 $6.35 $6.50
Maryland 5.15 $5.15 $5.15 5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
Massachusetts $6.00 $6.75 $6.75 $6.75 $6.75 $6.75 $6.75
Michigan $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e) $5.15(e)
Minnesota $4.90 - $5.15(g) $4.90 - $5.15(g) $4.90 - $5.15(g) $4.90 - $5.15(g) $4.90 - $5.15(g) $4.90 - $5.15(g) $5.25 -$6.15(g)
Mississippi … … … … … … …
Missouri 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15
Montana $4.00 - $5.15(g) $4.00 - $5.15(g) $4.00 - $5.15(g) $4.00 - $5.15(g) $4.00 - $5.15(g) $4.00 - $5.15(g) $4.00 - $5.15(g)
Nebraska $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c]
Nevada $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
New Hampshire $5.15 5.15 $5.15 5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
New Jersey $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $6.15
New Mexico 4.25 4.25 4.25 $4.25 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
New York $4.25 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $6.00 $6.75
North Carolina $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
North Dakota 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15
Ohio $2.80 - $4.25(g) $2.80 - $4.25(g) $2.80 - $4.25(g) $2.80 - $4.25(g) $2.80 - $4.25(g) $2.80 - $4.25(g) $2.80 - $4.25(g)
Oklahoma $2.00 - $5.15(g) $2.00 - $5.15(g) $2.00 - $5.15(g) $2.00 - $5.15(g) $2.00 - $5.15(g) $2.00 - $5.15(g) $2.00 - $5.15
Oregon $6.50 $6.50 $6.50 $6.90 $7.05 $7.25 $7.50
Pennsylvania $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
Rhode Island $5.65 $6.15 $6.15 $6.15 $6.75 $6.75 $6.75
South Carolina … … … … … … …
South Dakota 5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
Tennessee … … … … … … …
Texas 3.35 3.35 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
Utah 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15 5.15
Vermont $5.75(e) $6.25(e) $6.25(e) $6.25(e) $6.25(e) $7.00(e) $7.25
Virginia $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c] $5.15[c]
Washington $6.50 $6.72 $6.90 7.01 $7.16 $7.35 $7.63
West Virginia $5.15(d) $5.15(d) $5.15(d) $5.15(d) $5.15(d) $5.15(d) $5.15(d)
Wisconsin 5.15 5.15 5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.70
Wyoming $1.60 $1.60 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
District of Columbia 6.15 6.15 6.15 6.15 6.15 6.6 7
Guam $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15 $5.15
Puerto Rico $3.61 - $5.15(i) $3.61 - $5.15(i) $3.61 - $5.15(i) $3.61 - $5.15(i) $3.61 - $5.15(i) $3.61 - $5.15(i) $3.61 - $5.15(i)
U.S. Virgin Islands $4.30 - $4.65(g,j) $4.30 - $4.65(g,j) $4.30 - $4.65(g,j) $4.30 - $4.65(g,j) $4.30 - $4.65(g,j) $4.30 - $4.65(g,j) $4.30 - $4.65 (g)
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2007 2008
Federal (FLSA) $5.15 $5.85
Alabama … …
Alaska $7.15 $7.15
Arizona $6.75 $6.90
Arkansas $6.25(c) $6.25(c)
California $7.50 $8.00
Colorado $6.85 $7.02
Connecticut $7.65 $7.65
Delaware $6.65 $7.15
Florida $6.67 $6.79
Georgia $5.15(d) $5.15(d)
Hawaii $7.25 $7.25
Idaho $5.15 $5.85
Illinois $6.50[c] $7.50[c]
Indiana $5.15(e) $5.85(e)
Iowa $5.15 $7.25
Kansas $2.65 $2.65
Kentucky $5.15 $5.85
Louisiana … …
Maine $6.75 $7.00
Maryland $6.15 $6.15
Massachusetts $7.50 $8.00
Michigan $6.95(e) $7.15(e)
Minnesota $5.25 - $6.15(g) $5.25 - $6.15(g)
Mississippi … …
Missouri $6.50 $6.65
Montana $4.00 - $6.15(g) $4.00 - $6.15(g)
Nebraska $5.15[c] $5.85[c]
Nevada $6.15 $6.33
New Hampshire $5.15 $6.50
New Jersey $7.15 $7.15
New Mexico $5.15 $6.50
New York $7.15 $7.15
North Carolina $6.15 $6.15
North Dakota $5.15 $5.85
Ohio $6.85 $7.00
Oklahoma $2.00 - $5.15(g) $2.00 - $5.85(g)
Oregon $7.80 $7.95
Pennsylvania $6.25 $7.15
Rhode Island $7.40 $7.40
South Carolina … …
South Dakota $5.15 $5.85
Tennessee … …
Texas $5.15 $5.85
Utah $5.15 $5.85
Vermont $7.53(e) $7.68(e)
Virginia $5.15[c] $5.85 
Washington $7.93 $8.07
West Virginia $5.85 $6.55
Wisconsin $6.50 $6.50
Wyoming $5.15 $5.15
District of Columbia $7.00 $7.00
Guam $5.15 $5.85
Puerto Rico $3.61 - $5.15(i) $3.61 - $5.15(i)
U.S. Virgin Islands $4.30 - $6.15(g,j) $4.30 - $6.15(j)
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… - not applicable
N.A. - not available

Key:

Note: 

(i) - In Puerto Rico, separate minimum rates are in effect for almost 350 non-farm occupations by industry Mandatory Decrees. Rates are higher than those in 
the range listed in effect in a few specific occupations.
(j) - In the U.S. Virgin Islands, implementation of an indexed rate, which was to have started January 1, 1991, was delayed.
Source : Office of Performance, Budget, and Departmental Liaison Wage and Hour Division Employment Standards Administration U.S. Department of 
Labor. U.S. Department of Labor, Frances Perkins Building, 200 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20210, www.dol.gov | Telephone: 1-866-4-USA-
DOL (1-866-487-2365) | TTY: 1-877-889-5627

This document was last revised in February, 2008; unless otherwise stated, the information reflects requirements that were in effect, or would take effect, as of 
January 1, 2008

(e) - Rates applicable to employers of two or more.
(f) - For the years 1988 to 1990, Minnesota had a two tier schedule with the higher rate applicable to employers covered by the FLSA and the lower rate to 
employers not covered by the FLSA.
(g) - Minnesota sets a lower rate for enterprises with annual receipts of less than $500,000 ($4.90, January 1, 1998-January 1, 2005). The dollar amount prior 
to September 1, 1997 was $362,500 ($4.00 - January 1, 1991-January 1, 1997); Montana sets a lower rate for businesses with gross annual sales of $110,000 
or less ($4.00 - January 1, 1992-January 1, 2005); Ohio sets a lower rate for employers with gross annual sales from $150,000 to $500,000 ($3.35 - January 1, 
1991-January 1, 2005) and for employers with gross annual sales under $150,000 ($2.50 - January 1, 1991-January 1, 2005); Oklahoma sets a lower rate for 
employers of fewer than 10 full-time employees at any one location and for those with annual gross sales of less than $100,000 ($2.00, January 1, 1991-
January 1, 2005); and the U.S. Virgin Islands sets a lower rate for businesses with gross annual receipts of less than $150,000 ($4.30, January 1, 1991-
January 1, 2005).
(h) - In the District of Columbia, wage orders were replaced by a statutory minimum wage on October 1, 1993. A $5.45 minimum rate remained in effect for the 
laundry and dry cleaning industry as the result of the grandfather clause.

(a) - under the Federal Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), the two rates shown in 1968, 1970, and 1976 reflect the former multiple-track minimum-wage system 
in effect from 1961 to 1978. The lower rate applied to newly covered persons brought under the act by amendments, whose rates were gradually phased in. A 
similar dual-track system was also in effect in certain years under the laws in Connecticut, Maryland, and Nevada.
(b) - For the years indicated, the laws in Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Kentucky, Minnesota, Ohio, Utah, and Wisconsin applied only to women and 
minors.
[c] - Rates applicable to employers of four or more.
(d) - Rates applicable to employers of six or more. In West Virginia, applicable to employers of six or more in one location.

Wage rates are for January 1 of each year except 1968 and 1972, which show rates as of February. A range of rates, as in Puerto Rico, reflects which rates 
differ by industry, occupation or other factors, as established under a wage-board type law. Wage rates in bold indicate an increase over the previous year's 
rate.

2) Wage data for the years 2000 through the present was obtained from the U.S. Department of Labor, Office of State Standards Programs Wage and Hour 
Division web site Minimum Wage and Overtime Pay Standards Applicable to Nonsupervisory NONFARM Private Sector Employment Under State and Federal 
Laws.

1) Wage data for the years 1968 through 1998 was obtained from the Book of the States, 1968 - 1999 edition, volume 32 which was published by the Counc
State Governments.
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